
Draft  - News Release #1 :  An Introduction to your Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force 

What is the Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force? 

In April of this year, the Kewaunee County Board of Supervisors established a Groundwater Task Force to 
help educate the citizens of Kewaunee County about ground and surface water issues of importance to all 
county residents. 
 
Who are the members of the Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force? 
Lee Luft – Kewaunee County Board Supervisor and Chairman, Groundwater Task Force 
Davina Bonness – Kewaunee County Land and Water Conservation Department Head (County Conservationist) 
Cindy Kinnard – Kewaunee County Health Services Department Head 
Aerica Bjurstrom – UW-Extension Kewaunee County Agriculture Agent 
Ron Heuer – Chairman Kewaunee County Board of Supervisors  
John Pagel – Kewaunee County Board Supervisor, Chairman of Land and Water Conservation Committee, Dairy Farmer 
Dick Swanson – Kewaunee County Concerned Citizen 
Nick Cochart – Algoma Schools Administrator 
Tom Kleiman – Kewaunee County Business Owner  
 
What are the goals of Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force? 

Your Groundwater Task Force has established two important goals:   
 The first goal is to publish one news release each month, beginning in November, 2015 to inform our 

citizens about ground and surface water concerns. 

 The second goal is to establish a website that will provide a “one stop” source for the latest updates on 

Kewaunee County’s ground and surface waters before year-end 2015.   

What kind of information may I expect to see from the Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force? 

 Updates on actions by the Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force and related ground or surface 
water developments from other county agencies, including the Kewaunee County Land and Water 
Conservation Department, Public Health, UW Extension, etc.  

 Updates on actions by State agencies who are working with Kewaunee County on ground and surface 
water issues.  These agencies include: The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the 
Department of Health Services (DHS), and the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP). 

 Updates on actions by the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) related to Kewaunee County. 

 
What actions has the Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force (GWTF) taken to date and what actions are to follow? 

1. GWTF member, Cindy Kinnard has worked to obtain, and have installed, a new water quality advisory system 
of signs and flags to alert beach goers at Cresent Beach in Algoma and Selner Park Beach in Kewaunee to 
current water conditions (e.g. Green flags for safe, Red flags for unsafe).   

2. The GWTF is working with the Wisconsin DNR to update the procedures for dealing with unsafe private wells.  
Note:  This will be the topic of our next news release. 

3. Members of the GWTF are serving on three very active workgroups headed by the Wisconsin DNR.   

 Short Term Solutions to obtain clean water for county citizens living with unsafe well water.   

 Best Management Practices for Agricultural Operations to reduce risks to groundwater and surface water 
runoff. 

 Compliance and Enforcement Issues to improve adherance to the nutrient management plans that are in 
place throughout the county.   

4. GWTF is working to understand and provide resources for the treatment of private wells that have been 
tested and shown to be unsafe.  Note:  This will also be a topic for an upcoming news release. 

5. GWTF members, headed by Nick Cochart, are discussing ways to provide clean water in the very near term to 
those Kewaunee County Citizens who currently have unsafe wells.  More to follow on this development. 

6. GWTF members headed by Aerica Bjurstrom and Cindy Kinnard are working to develop the planned website. 
 
There will be more updates to follow.  Should you need to contact the GWTF prior to the establishment of the 
website, please contact the GWTF Chair, Lee Luft at luftl@kewauneeco.org.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to learn about your Kewaunee County Groundwater Task Force and please, STAY TUNED! 

mailto:luftl@kewauneeco.org

